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DETAILED ACTION 

Remarks 

1. In response to the Appeal Brief filed on 17-August-2004, claims 1-14 are pending in 
the application. 

2. In view of the examiner's amendment, authorized by the Attorney of Record, claims 
1-7 are amended (details provided below.) 

Examiner 's Amendment 

3. An examiner's amendment to the record appears below. Should the changes and/or 
additions be unacceptable to applicant, an amendment may be filed as provided by 37 
CFR 1.312. To ensure consideration of such an amendment, it MUST be submitted no 
later than the payment of the issue fee. 

Authorization for this examiner's amendment was given in a telephone interview 
with Mr, Kurt M. Pankratz (Attorney of Record) on 23-September-2004 (see enclosed 
Interview Summary, dated 23-September-2004.) 

The claims have been amended as follows. A new listing of the claims is 
provided in this Office Action (in paragraph 6), following the Reasons for Allowance: 
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1. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method, comprising the steps of: 
providing a set of predetermined function definitions; and 

executing a computer program to prepare [preparing] a project definition, said 
project definition including: 

a pluraHty of function portion's which each correspond to one of said function 
definitions in said set, and which each define at least one input port and at least one 
output port that are functionally related according to the corresponding function 
defmition, one of said function portions also defining a control port which is functionally 
related to said input and output ports thereof according to the corresponding function 
definition, said one function portion being configured to process image information 
according to the corresponding flmction definition in a manner which varies under 
control of information at said control port; 

a fiirther portion which includes a source portion identifying a data source and 
defining an output port through which data from the data source can be produced, and 
which includes a destination portion identifying a data destination and defining an input 
port through which data can be supplied to the data destination; 

information which includes a definition of control information for said control port of 
said one function portion; and 

binding information which includes binding portions that each associate a respective 
said input port with one of said output ports; 

wherein said preparing step includes the step of preparing said one fixnction portion 
for inclusion in said project definition by permitting interactive user adjustment of 
working information which will become said control information, while simultaneously 
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displaying a sample image processed according to the function definition corresponding 
to said one function portion as characterized by the current state of the working 
information. 

2. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method according to Claim 1, 
wherein said step of providing said set of said function definitions includes the step of 

including in said set a selected function definition which can add to an image a specified 
effect having characteristics determined by control input supplied to said selected 
function definition; and 

wherein said step of preparing said one function portion includes the step of 
indicating that said one function portion corresponds to said selected function definition, 
said control information of said one function portion being provided for use as the control 
input for said selected function definition. 

3. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method according to Claim 2, 
wherein said step of including said selected ftinction definition in said set includes the 
step of selecting as said selected function definition a bevel function definition for which 
said specified effect is the addition to an image of a bevel effect leaving characteristics 
determined by the control input to said bevel function definition. 

4. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method according to Claim 2, 
wherein said step of including said selected function definition in said set includes the 
step of selecting as said selected llinction definition a blur function definition for which 
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said specified effect is the addition to an image of a blurring effect having characteristics 
determined by the control input to said blur function definition. 

5. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method according to Claim 2, 
wherein said step of including said selected function definition in said set includes the 
step of selecting as said selected function definition a tint function defmition for which 
said specified effect is the addition to an image of a tint effect having characteristics 
determined by the control input to said tint fijnction defmition. 

6. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method according to Claim 2, 
wherein said step of including said selected function definition in said set includes the 
step of selecting as said selected function definition an image adding function defmition 
for which said specified effect is the addition to an image of a fiirther image having 
characteristics determined by the control input to said image adding function defmition. 

7. (Currently Amended) A commuter implemented method according to Claim 2, 
wherein said step of including said selected function definition in said set includes the 
step of selecting as said selected function definition a text adding function definition for 
which said specified effect is the addition to an image of a text: string haring 
characteristics determined by the control input to said text adding function defmition. 
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Allowance 

4, Claims 1-14 are allowed over the prior art made of record. " 

5. The following is an examiner' s statement of reasons for allowance: 

The arguments presented in the Appeal Brief, filed on 17-August-2004 have been 
fully considered and are found persuasive. In addition, the Examiner's Amendment, 
authorized by the attorney of record, overcomes the 35 U.S.C. 101 issues with the 
independent claim 1 and its dependent claims (claims 2-7.) 

The prior art of record, Penn (US. Patent No. 5,848,198), Wise et al (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,6,130,676), and Marcus (U.S. Patent No. 5,481,668), do not disclose, teach, or 
suggest the claimed limitations of (in combination with all other features in the 
claim): 

information which includes a definition of control information for said control 
port of said one function portion; and 

binding information which includes binding portions that each associate a 
respective said input port with one of said output ports; 

wherein said preparing step includes the step of preparing said one function 
portion for inclusion in said project definition by permitting interactive user 
adjustment of working information which will become said control information, 
while simultaneously displaying a sample image processed according to the function 
definition corresponding to said one function portion as characterized by the current 
state of the working information, as claimed in independent claim L 
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Claims 2-7 are allowed over the prior art made of record because they are 
dependents from the allowed independent claim 1. 

The prior art of record, Penn (U.S. Patent No. 5,848,198), Wise et al (U.S. Patent 
No. 6,6,130,676), and Marcus (U.S. Patent No. 5,481,668), do not disclose, teach, or 
suggest the claimed limitations of (in combination with all other features in the 
claim): 

mformation which includes a definition of control information for said control 
port of said one function portion; and 

binding information which includes binding portions that each associate a 
respective said input port with one of said output ports; 

said program being further operable when executed to carry out the preparation of 
said one function portion in a manner which includes permitting interactive user 
adjustment of working information which will become said control information, 
while simultaneously displaying a sample image processed according to the fiinction 
definition corresponding to said one function portion as characterized by the current 
state of the working information, as claimed in independent claim 8. 

Claims 9-14 are allowed over the prior art made of record because they are 
dependents from the allowed independent claim 8. 
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Listing of the Claims 

6, The following is a listing of the claims, as amended by the examiner. This listing of 
claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the Application: 

1. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method, comprising the steps of: 
providing a set of predetermined function definitions; and 

executing a computer program to prepare [preparing] a project definition, said 
project definition including: 

a plurality of function portions which each correspond to one of said fiinction 
definitions in said set, and which each define at least one input port and at least one 
output port that are functionally related according to the corresponding function 
definition, one of said function portions also defining a control port which is functionally 
related to said input and output ports thereof according to the corresponding fiinction 
definition, said one function portion being configured to process image information 
according to the corresponding fiinction definition in a manner which varies under 
control of information at said control port; 

a further portion which includes a source portion identifymg a data source and 
defining an output port through which data from the data source can be produced, and 
which includes a destination portion identifying a data destination and defining an input 
port through which data can be supplied to the data destination; 

information which includes a definition of control information for said control port of 
said one fiinction portion; and 
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binding information which includes binding portions that each associate a respective 
said input port with one of said output ports; 

wherein said preparing step includes the step of preparing said one function portion 
for inclusion in said project definition by permitting interactive user adjustment of 
working information which will become said control information, while simultaneously 
displaying a sample image processed according to the function definition corresponding 
to said one function portion as characterized by the current state of the working 
information. 

2. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method according to Claim 1, 
wherein said step of providing said set of said fimction definitions includes the step of 

including in said set a selected function definition which can add to an image a specified 
effect having characteristics determined by control input supplied to said selected 
function definition; and 

wherein said step of preparing said one fianction portion includes the step of 
indicating that said one function portion corresponds to said selected function definition, 
said control information of said one function portion being provided for use as the control 
input for said selected funcfion definition. 

3. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method according to Claim 2, 
wherein said step of including said selected function definition in said set includes the 
step of selecting as said selected function definition a bevel function definition for which 
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said specified effect is the addition to an image of a bevel effect leaving characteristics 
determined by the control input to said bevel function definition. 

4. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method according to Claim 2, 
wherein said step of including said selected function definition in said set includes the 
step of selecting as said selected function definition a blur function definition for which 
said specified effect is the addition to an image of a blurring effect having characteristics 
determined by the control input to said blur function definition. 

5. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method according to Claim 2, 
wherein said step of including said selected function definition in said set includes the 
step of selecting as said selected function definition a tint function definition for which 
said specified effect is the addition to an image of a tint effect having characteristics 
determined by the control input to said tint function definition. 

6. (Currently Amended) A computer implemented method according to Claim 2, 
wherein said step of including said selected function definition in said set includes the 
step of selecting as said selected function definition an image adding function definition 
for which said specified effect is the addition to an image of a further image having 
characteristics determined by the control input to said image adding function definition. 

7. (Currently Amended) A commuter implemented method according to Claim 2, 
wherein said step of including said selected function definition in said set includes the 
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step of selecting as said selected function definition a text adding ftinction definition for 
which said specified effect is the addition to an image of a text: string haring 
characteristics determined by the control input to said text adding function definition. 

8. (Previously Amended) A computer-readable medium encoded with a computer 
program which recognizes a set of predetermined function definitions; said program 
being operable when executed to facilitate preparation of a project definition which 
includes: 

a plurality of function portions which each correspond to one of said fonction 
definitions in said set, and which each define at least one input port and at least one 
output port that are functionally related according to the corresponding function 
definition, one of said fijnction portions also defining a control port which is functionally 
related to said input and output ports thereof according to the corresponding function 
definition, said one function portion being configured to process image information 
according to the corresponding function definition in a manner which varies under 
control of information at said control port; 

a further portion which includes a source portion identifying a data source and 
defining an output port through which data from the data source can be produced, and 
which includes a destination portion identifying a data destination and defining an input 
port through which data can be supplied to the data destination; 

information which includes a definition of control information for said control port of 
said one function portion; and 
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binding information which includes binding portions that each associate a respective 
said input port with one of said output ports; 

said program being further operable when executed to carry out the preparation of 
said one fiinction portion in a manner which includes permitting interactive user 
adjustment of working information which will become said control information, while 
simultaneously displaying a sample image processed according to the function definition 
corresponding to said one function portion as characterized by the current state of the 
working information. 

9. (Original) A computer-readable medium according to Claim wherein said 
program is operable when executed to: 

recognize that said set of said function definitions includes a selected function 
definition which can add to an image a specified effect having characteristics determined 
by control input supplied to said selected function definition; and 

carry out said preparation of said one function portion in a manner which includes 
indicating that said one function portion corresponds to said selected fiinction definition, 
said control information of said one function portion being provided for use as the control 
input for said selected function definition. 



10. (Original) A computer-readable medium according to Claim 9, wherein said 
program is operable when executed to recognize as said selected function definition a 
bevel function definition for which said specified effect is the addition to an image of a 
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bevel effect having characteristics determined by the control input to said bevel function 
definition. 

11. (Original) A computer-readable medium according to Claim 9, wherein said 
program is operable when executed to recognize as said selected function definition a 
blur function definition for which said specified effect is the addition to an image of a 
blurring effect having characteristics determined by the control input to said blur function 
definition, 

12. (Original) A computer-readable medium according to Claim 9, wherein said 
program is operable when executed to recognize as said selected fiinction definition a tint 
function definition for which said specified effect is the addition to an image of a tint 
effect having characteristics determined by the control input to said tint function 
definition. 

13. (Original) A computer-readable medium according to Claim 9, wherein said 
program is operable when executed to recognize as said selected fiinction definition an 
image adding function definition for which said specified effect is the addition to an 
image of a further image having characteristics determined by the control input to said 
image adding function definition. 



14. (Original) A computer-readable medium according to Claim 9, wherein said 
program is operable when executed to recognize as said selected function definition a text 
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adding function definition for which said specified effect is the addition to an image of a 
text sting having characteristics determined by the control input to said text adding 
function definition. 



7. Any inquiries concerning this communication or earlier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to Tony Mahmoudi whose telephone number is (703) 
305-4887. The examiner can normally be reached on Mondays-Fridays from 08:00 
am to 04:30 pm. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Dov Popovici, can be reached at (703) 305-3830. 



Conclusion 
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